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Y uba City, California John A. C. Jack King, 85, of Yuba, California, formerly of

Big Rapids, passed away Wednesday, August 12, 2009 at his residence in
California. He was born September 2, 1923, in Clinton, Michigan, the son of Edgar

and Katherine (Browning-Frugali) King, and graduated from Clinton high school in

1941. In high school, Jack was a member of band, orchestra, chorus and glee club. He
also had his own jazz band, The Starduster. Following graduation, he entered

Michigan State University on a music scholarship in 1941 and was a member of the
MSU band. During WWII, Jack left school to serve in the US Army and was stationed

in Burma. He drove a truck for a portable surgical hospital. Jack was awarded the

Bronze Star. After the war, he returned to Michigan and performed with several local
bands and organizations. He later returned to school and graduated from Central

Michigan University. For 10 years, Jack taught and was principal at Pine View School
and later moved to California, where he taught 6 more years. Upon semi-retiring, he

took a trip to Alaska where he earned the handle, Yukon. Unfortunately, Jack suffered

a heart attack that prompted his full retirement, although he substituted until the age
of 83 in Texas and California. Jack was a member of the Shriners and other Masonic

bodies; and was a former Master of the Big Rapids Lodge. He volunteered his time as
a Cub Scout advisor, a Little League Coach, music instructor for both public and

private schools and helping conduct a summer music camp. His abilities included
playing the clarinet, all saxophones, the oboe, and the trumpet. Performing in many

music organizations throughout his lifetime, Jack, founded many including a clown

band. He even played in orchestras, pit orchestras, and several choirs all across the
country. Jack had also been the oldest member of the Ferris State University summer

band. Jack and his wife, Wanetta (a US Air force counselor) lived, worked, and made
music in Avenal, California; Wichita Falls, Texas; Fallon, Nevada and Yuba City,

California. Surviving are wife, Wanetta of Yuba City, California; sons, John, Gregory,

Robert, Richard, and Russel; daughter, Laurie; several grandchildren, great-

Obituary John Jack C. King

John Jack C. King

PAGE 3 OF 6



grandchildren and step-grandchildren; and hundreds of former students. Funeral

services will be 1:00 p.m., Thursday, August 20, 2009, at the Mohnke Funeral Home
in Big Rapids. Memorial contributions for the Ferris State University Band

Scholarship may be left at the funeral home, where Jacks family will greet friends
from 11-1 p.m. prior to service on Thursday.
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Tribute Wall John Jack C. King

SC Scout2 posted:

To my dearest mom and brothers and their families, Although Jack is not here with us, we have so

many memories of him to treasure,pictures to embrace, and wisdom to carry on for generations.

There were the funny stories and the serious stories, and then

September 12 at 8:00 PM

SL Sr. Kathy Lange posted:

Hi John and family-- I'm so sorry about the death of your dad. I remember him as an upbeat kind

of guy with a good sense of humor. I know how difficult it is to lose a parent. You and your family

are in my thoughts and prayers.

August 20 at 8:00 PM

RS Ron Schneider  posted:

We always remember the characters in our lives and Jack was certainly a character. His diverse

interests and talents (wood working, music, education, story telling, hunting, etc.) and how he

interacted with people made Yukon Jack unforgettable. I had t

August 19 at 8:00 PM

DK Don Klemm  posted:

On behalf of the Scottville Clown Band, I wish to convey our condolences. Jack was a good friend

and a great clarinet player. He joined the Clown Band in 1979 and became a Life Member around

2000. He was always a joy to see when he came back to Michiga

August 15 at 8:00 PM

AB Abcdefg posted:

Jack was one of my favorite people in the world. He hired me for my first teaching position at

Pineview School and we taught there together for ten years. Those were some of the best years

of my life and I will always remember Jack for making teaching f

August 15 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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